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One of the primary purposes of Christian camping is, beyond a doubt, to evangelize campers. But
the challenge for leaders in Christian camping is to make sure that we move beyond “simple”
evangelism. Today’s youth are encountering a world that is increasingly anti-God. This shouldn’t
surprise us since Jesus declared that the world hated Him and would hate those who call upon His
name (John 15:18-19). Our camping ministries then, must seek to not only present the truth of
Jesus Christ and mankind’s need for a Savior, but must also begin to build within the campers a
process that equips them to withstand the hostility with which the world seeks to destroy faith. Our
teaching must help campers look to God for direction in all areas of life.

Statistics given by various Christian ministries show that anywhere from 60-80 percent of
evangelical Christians abandon their faith while in college. This isn’t a new problem, but one that
has not been sufficiently addressed to counter the increasingly hostile worldviews of secular
professors. What is needed is a fuller understanding of the power of the gospel (Romans 1:16).

Paul tells us that the gospel is the power of God. It not only breaks the power of canceled sin, it

sets us free—free from a life trapped in the lies of the world and slavery to the father of lies. The
gospel is the very power of God to lead us down the paths of righteousness from which, if left to
ourselves, we would soon stray.

In this sense, the gospel we share moves beyond simply the goal of having campers make a
confession of faith. Our goal and hope should be for a total pervasion of truth in the camper’s life.
Our desire should be for campers to love cross centered lives where every thought and action is
held captive to God’s truth. Signing a sheet of paper, throwing a stick in the fire, or coming forward
is just the beginning in what will hopefully be a lifelong journey. But unless something more is done,
statistics show that the journey will likely end when they confront the philosophy of the world in
college.

Our evangelistic message cannot stop at the confession. It must seek to wholly evangelize the

campers. Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that those in Christ are a new creation; “old things
have passed away; behold all things have become new.” Notice Paul does not say that some
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things have become new, but that all things have become new. We come to Christ in our flesh with
all of our sins and failures—the old ways. Evangelism begins with this point; come as you are.

But Biblical evangelism moves beyond that. It moves us to a new creation—one that makes all
things new. Our thoughts and desires and motivations are radically transformed. We no longer see
things through the eyes of the flesh, which is controlled by our love for the world, but rather through
the eyes of Christ changed by our love for the Father (1 John 2:15-17). Evangelism seeks not only
to tell campers that there is a Savior and that they need Him (justification), but that we need that
Savior for our whole life (sanctification).

Jesus doesn’t only cure the sin problem, He provides the solution and power for overcoming the
world (1 John 2:12-14). Our evangelism must teach campers that God’s truth should pervade their
entire being. God’s Word must abide in them—it must grip their conscience. The writer of
Hebrews tells us that God’s Word is sharper than any two-edged sword. He writes that it is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). God’s truth is to be the measure
of all that we do.

This is a radical thought for our youth who are indoctrinated by our postmodern culture, which says
that you are the measure of all truth. If we hope for new Christians to stand firm in their faith while in
college and beyond, the gospel we preach must declare how Christianity offers a radical
alternative to our culture. We must declare the power of Jesus to transform the mind and wholly
change us from the inside out (Romans 12:1-2). In familiar terms, it means that Christ isn’t just our
Savior providing atonement for sin; He is our Lord, and we are His servants. He is to have
supreme hold of our thoughts and intents. Our new creation in Christ includes the heart, soul, and
mind which no long love self, but fulfil the greatest commandment of loving God our Father
(Matthew 22:37). The whole being is transformed to filter out the garbage of the world, which hates
God, so that young Christians can know the truth and boldly declare it to others.

This, of course, is a lifelong process and involves discipleship. It requires the cultivation of a
desire to become like Christ. Our evangelism should prepare new believers for this total change.
We cannot leave them with the false assurance that “raising a hand” means whatis to come is an
easy path, but rather is a journey filled with trials as well as victories. Seeing a camper saved
should not be an end in itself. The goal is seeing campers take the journey to glory (2 Corinthians
3:18). We must provide them with the foundational truths that will start them on their journey,
guided by God’'s Word and led by Jesus Christ. This journey begins with you and your
commitment to move “beyond evangelism.” Your challenge and calling is to put evangelismin a
Christian worldview context.
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